
United States District of Colorado 
Facts and Figures 

• The District of Colorado, which services all of 
Colorado, covers 104,100 square miles 

• The District of Colorado consists of: 

– 7 active district court judges (located in Denver) 

– 4 senior district court judges (located in Denver) 

– 6 full-time magistrate judges (located in Denver) 

– 2 part-time magistrate judges (located in Durango 
and Grand Junction) 



United States District of Colorado 
Facts and Figures 

• The last Congressional authorization for a new 
judgeship was in 1984 
– The population of Colorado has grown 64% since 1984 

(from 3,169,991 in July, 1984 to 5,187,582 in July, 
2012) 

• Due to consistent caseload growth, the Judicial 
Conference has recommended two additional 
judgeships for the District 
– The District of Colorado’s average weighted caseload 

per judge is well above that of the Nation and the 10th 
Circuit.  1st in the 10th Circuit and 10th in the Nation. 



Increased Access to Justice 

• Durango grand jury 
– Established in March, 2012 

• Grand Junction grand jury 
– Will be empaneled in May, 2014 

• Durango Term of Court Pilot Project 
– Designed to provide greater judicial presence and  service 

to the people of southwest Colorado 
– Term of court in Durango every other month 
– Rotating schedule for participating district judges 

• Regional U.S. Patent Office scheduled to open in 
Denver in summer 2014 
 



Pilot Program:  Direct Assignment of 
Civil Cases to Magistrate Judges 

• Random assignment of civil cases  to  full time 
Magistrate Judges without assignment of a District 
Judge 

• Parties may consent to have the matter determined 
only by the Magistrate Judge within a specified period. 
If parties do not consent, case is randomly drawn to an 
Article III judge; magistrate judge remains in referral 
role 

• Objectives: 
– Maximize use of available judicial resources 
– Recognition of the high quality of our magistrate judges in 

our District 

 



Pilot Program: Civil Pro Bono Panel 

• In conjunction with the FFA, this program 
provides for the appointment of volunteer 
attorneys willing to represent individuals of 
limited financial means in civil cases  

• Costs are reimbursable from a fund supervised 
and administered by the FFA. 

• The fund was created by an increase in 
attorney admission fees and a one-time 
renewal fee for current members of the Bar 

 











Additional Court Information and 
Statistics 

• United States District Court for the District of 
Colorado: 

– http://www.cod.uscourts.gov/ 

• United States Courts: 

– http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics.aspx 

http://www.cod.uscourts.gov/
http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics.aspx



